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About Youth Action
Youth Action is an independent community organisation working with young people aged 8 to 24
years old in Blackburn and Darwen.  Youth Action was established in 2003 and now has over 180
members - and this number is growing all the time!

Our aims are:

> To offer young people activities, which motivate, educate, makes productive use of time 
and improves the quality of life for young people in the Community.

> To offer activities which promote self help, empowerment and team work, which 
strengthens the quality of life for young people and the community as a whole.

> To encourage and assist young people in the area to actively participate in group activities.

> To enhance multi-cultural understanding and mutual respect

> To promote the views and interests of young people to official agencies and bodies with 
a view to enabling positive change

> To work with young people to equip them with the skills to be effective leaders in their 
communities and bring about positive community action

For further information about Youth Action please visit our website: www.youth-action.net
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introduction
Countless children of our community consider that
they have no say in what goes on in their community.
That is why it is necessary to get the views of the
children of different communities from Blackburn
and Darwen, to let us know what they think about
the Borough, what facilities are available to them as
children and what should be done to improve the
standards of living in the Borough. 

The aim of the project was to try and raise
awareness of issues that were and are affecting
children in Blackburn and Darwen. By giving the children a chance to talk
about what they thought the key issues affecting them in there day-to-day life has enabled
Youth Action to produce this booklet on their behalf.  

    



During the project some of the issues raised were very similar to the issues that would have been
raised by any adult, so this shows that children do have a broad understanding of general issues
that are affecting them and their communities, and not just relevant to children and young
people’s issues.

We used the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC) as a basis for our project.  The
UNCRC is a list of 54 rights that covers all aspects of
life for all children and young people under the age of 18.
One of these 54 rights is called ‘Article 12’ which
states that ‘children and young people have the right
to express their opinion in any decision that will
affect them.  Adults should respect their views and
take them into account’.

Please note this guide reflects the views of the participants of the project and are not
necessarily the views of Youth Action.

more about the project
The project workshops were broken down in to different themes to make it interesting for the

children. The themes included education, sport and entertainment. During each of the topics the

children were asked about what they knew was available in their community, in relation to the

three themes listed above. 
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what we want to see available:

Education 
The children were asked to list a variety of services available to them in relation to education.
They were asked to list what they think is available and what they would want to see available
in the future.

What’s available: 

More community language classes

More IT classes/ services

Free tuition/ home work support

Smaller class sizes
Permanent teachers

Better teachers

Museum

After School clubs

Youth organisations (e.g. Youth Action)

Home work support Community Centres

Schools
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sport
As part of the project we encouraged healthy living & eating and all this was themed around
sports.  Therefore it was important that we get the views of the children on what they thought
was available and what they want to see available in the future in term of sports facilities.

What’s available:

Swimming centres

Athletic
tracks

Tennis clubs

Cricket clubs
Soccer dome

Boxing
classes Karate classes

Golf facilities

what we want to see available:

More free access football pitches
With after dark free lighting

Quad biking

Horse riding
clubs

Water sportsArchery
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Entertainment 
Throughout the sessions the children were always asking do to something more enjoyable, so
we decided to ask the children what they think is available and what they would like to see
in the future.

What’s available: 
Arcade

Mela & Arts in the Park

Snooker club for children

Cinema
Witton Park

Corporation park

Football stadium
Skating Fun fair

Theme park

what we want to see available:

Laser quest

Paint ball clubsBigger cinema
complex

Arcade for
children

Accessible
youth clubs
for evenings

Affordable entertainment options
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Poems by children about the
Borough:

“I try going to sleep but I can’t,
Drunken men passing by,
Fights going on in the middle of the night,
Burglary and sounds of people screaming,
This isn’t what you call a proper town.
I love my town and wanna see it shine”

Adil (Age 12)

“In my dream I would like to see a
Blackburn with a field, with big trees
and full of daisies!” 

Jaffar (Age 12)



who to? 
During the workshops the children were asked who they would like to send this Children’s Charter

to, they said:-

> The Government
> Local council
> Local MP
> To the Prime Minister 
> To the Library 
> To Schools
> To the Queen
> On TV
> Newspaper
> Internet (www.youth-action.net)

> Radio
> In shops
> To all the millions of Parents
> Blackburn & Darwen’s Mayor
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good & bad? 
After the workshops the children were asked to list the positive and negative aspects of

Blackburn and Darwen.  They said:

> i like the food
> I like living here because all my friends

and family live here 
> I like it because the people are nice 
> I like going to school here
> I like it because it has a town centre 
> I like it because Blackburn Rovers
are the best football team 
> I like it as it has many different food types
> I like it here because I like my house
> I like it here because there are no fights!
The things we dislike about living in Blackburn & Darwen:

> There is too much litter 
> Things are too expensive 
> Too many car accidents
> Too much bullying 
> There are a lot of drug problems
> There a lot of burglaries & crime
> Roads are not safe for children 
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changes... 
We asked the children to list some short term and long term things they would like to see change

for the better in their local area, they said:

Short term changes

> More youth clubs
> Cheaper or free tuition
> Less school time
> Bigger cinema 
> Laser quest 
> Paint ball facilities
> New swimming pool 
> Quad biking place 
> Dirt biking

Long term changes

> Free education i.e. books, transport, etc.
> Healthy food in schools
> Nice teachers
> Theme park in Blackburn
> Football and cricket pitches

in local communities
> Big shopping mall
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Please note all rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be copied or reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of Youth Action Ltd
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